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DROUGHT RELIEF MEASURES — TRIAL 

185. Mr V.A. CATANIA to the Minister for Agriculture and Food: 

It is good to be part of a government that is committed to providing unprecedented support for rural and regional 
Western Australia. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean and member for Girrawheen, I am sure that the member for North 
West appreciates your interjections during question time; I do not, however. I formally call you both for the first 
time. Member for Albany, you are quite remarkable in this place, on occasions, but I formally call you for the 
first time. I can stay on my feet until members are finished with their laughter. 

Mr V.A. CATANIA: As part of this continued commitment, I understand that this morning the government 
announced a groundbreaking trial of drought relief reform measures. Can the minister please explain to the house 
the significance of this trial for not only pastoralists in my electorate, but also the entire nation? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 

The member for Armadale is a tad surprised at the government’s strong relationship with the federal government 
on some of these matters. 

Mr M.P. Murray: Sometimes! 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Sometimes. 

I thank the member for North West for his question and more particularly for his understanding and 
acknowledgement of some of the challenges that primary industry people face in his electorate, in both the 
irrigated and pastoral areas. A lot of the commentary and reports about drought relief, drought policy and 
exceptional circumstances arrangements have not always provided a good policy base, either in Western 
Australia or nationally. The federal Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, Tony Burke, has been trying 
to progress changes in this area. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts interjected.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I acknowledge that. He has been very progressive on this front. When he first announced 
his thinking, I put up my hand for a pilot in Western Australia around some new drought policy measures. Today 
we formally announced those measures. In essence, it has been strongly supported today by the WA Farmers 
Federation, the Pastoralists and Graziers Association and the National Farmers’ Federation. Around $23 million 
of resource will go into this trial over the next 12 months. What is it? It is about taking a proactive approach to 
changing the preparedness and business thinking in the farming community so they can set themselves up for the 
inevitable dry seasons and challenges they will have in trade and a range of hardships that we know are there. It 
is about taking a proactive approach rather than a reactive approach.  

There are essentially three pillars to the trial. It is about supporting farm businesses, supporting farming families 
and building resilient farming communities. How will it work? Sixty-seven shires will be included in the trial, 
running from Karratha down to Esperance. About 6 000 farmers will have the capacity to apply to be part of the 
trial. The eligible farmers will be able to go into a farm planning process, supported by professional trainers. 
They may well already have extensive farm and strategic plans that will be drawn into it. This will be a level of 
planning and strategic work that is far greater than has been done previously nationally in Australia in this area 
of improving the farmers’ capacity to deal with and manage the tough conditions they will face in the future. 
Once they have developed these plans and a strategy for growing their businesses, they will have the scope, 
firstly, to look at some potential business grants to support their strategy. Alternatively, they may come to the 
conclusion that they want to exit that business. That will be a choice for them. Part of this trial will be around 
some support for exit strategy. A range of measures will be provided to support farming families that would 
normally be triggered only during exceptional circumstance events such as a drought event. Now they will be 
triggered in this trial. There will certainly be support for some of the constituents in the member for North 
West’s electorate who are having some struggles in those pastoral areas in particular. Likewise, there will be 
potential family support measures to put food on the table for people in the eastern agricultural areas who are 
having some struggles, particularly with terms of trade. Likewise, there will be support for regional communities 
to help them grow and develop their support structures to be more resilient through those difficult times—I refer 
to social support, exit support and even support to look beyond farming.  

I am very pleased about this trial and I am very pleased to be part of it. There has been strong interaction 
between the federal and state governments on this issue. It is great to see examples of good policy sitting above 
politics. This is a very good example of that. The trial starts in July. An extra $23 million of funding will go into 
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the Western Australian farming community that was not there before. It will be a chance for us to look at how a 
future policy might look and for the farming community to respond and give us feedback on how it might roll 
out in the future. Again, the Liberal–National government is showing innovation in agriculture and a 
preparedness to show leadership.  

Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, member for Victoria Park!  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: It is showing a preparedness to support — 

Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park, I formally call you for the third time.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Thank you, Mr Speaker.  

There is a preparedness for this government to support farmers in Western Australia. This is another example of 
innovation. I encourage farmers to look at it and engage in it. I certainly encourage feedback so that we can help 
use this to mould future drought policy in Western Australia.  

On behalf of the Deputy Premier, I welcome students from Ocean Road Primary School, who are in the 
Speaker’s gallery. Welcome, team.  
 


